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PRINCIPAL’S CORNER 
Dear CRES families, 

I have a number of outdoor updates for you as we move beyond the 
opening and into the flow of a new school year. 

Playground 
I recently emailed all families an update about the 
installation date of our new playground 
equipment. We need 30-40 volunteers on each 
day of our two-day install: November 11th & 12th. 
We can also accept donations of materials if the 
dates don’t work for you. Click here for more 
information and to sign up. 

PreK Woods Classroom 
We have yet to fully use the PreK space in the woods this year 
since we identified a number of unsafe pine trees in the area at 
the end of the summer during a safety check. The platform 
under the large pines was temporarily removed to simplify the 
tree cutting. Now that the trees have been removed, we need 
to reassemble the platform and reset the remaining learning 
spaces in the area. It’s been a long wait, but safety is our 
priority.  

Sunshades 
This fall also brought about the installation of 
many sunshades at CRES. They were installed 
in October and are now down for the season - 
we love soaking in the sun now that we’re deep 
into fall. We will put the shades back up in the 
spring when the warm temperatures return. 

Kindergarten Outdoor Spaces 
We’ve designed new outdoor spaces specifically for our early primary 
students, one on each side of the building. On the playground side, we 
will fence in an area that includes a sandbox, mud kitchen, and a sensory 
garden. A second space will be installed replacing the flower bed by the 

Important Dates 

Tuesday, November 1 & 8 
After School Dribbling Skills for 
Gr. 2, CRES Gym, 2:30-3:30pm 

Tuesday, November 1, 8, 15, 29 
CRES Chess Club, 2:30-3:30pm 

Wednesday, November 2 
Kindergarten Guest Speaker: 
Firefly Wabanaki Presentation, 
12:30-1:30pm 

Thursday, November 3, 10, 17 
After School Dribbling Skills for 
Gr. 3&4, CRES Gym, 
2:30-3:30pm 

Friday, November 4 
Explorers Field Trip: Oakland 
Park Bowling Lanes, 12:30-2pm 

Sunday, November 6 
Daylight Savings Time 
Ends at 2am. Set your clocks 
back 1 hour! 

Monday, November 7, 
Picture Retake Day! 

Monday, November 7, 
Camden Rockport School 
Alliance (PTA) meeting, Zoom, 
5:30pm 

Monday, November 7, 14, 28 
Brothers Big Sisters, CRES Gym, 
2:45-4:00pm 

       (continued on page 2) 

   CRES Dory News 
Kindness      Grit      Responsibility      Self-Control

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeEeGpRW4Ub87ZrKAHFrCYkSIfFf2zN9WBrg0drHYLjBOqyVg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeEeGpRW4Ub87ZrKAHFrCYkSIfFf2zN9WBrg0drHYLjBOqyVg/viewform
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      (continued from page 1) 

Tuesday, November 8 
VOTE TODAY! 

Wednesday, November 9 
Gr. 1 Guest Speaker: Northern 
Stars Planetarium, Gym, 
8:05am-1:30pm 

Thursday, November 10 
Explorers Field Trip: Oakland 
Park Bowling Lanes, 12:30-2pm 

Friday, November 11 
NO SCHOOL,  
Veterans Day Holiday 

Tuesday, November 15 & 29 
After School Dribbling Skills for 
Gr. 1, CRES Gym, 2:30-3:30pm 

Wednesday, November 16 
Camden Rockport Schools 
Board Meeting, 7:00pm 

Thursday, November 17 
Explorers Field Trip: Special 
Olympics Turkey Bowl, Oakland 
Park Bowling Lanes, 12:30-2pm 

Monday, November 21 
NO SCHOOL, Teacher 
Workshop Day 

Monday November 21 
Parent/Guardian Teacher 
Conferences, late afternoon & 
evening hours  

Tuesday, November 22 
NO SCHOOL, Parent/Guardian 
Teacher Conferences 

Wednesday, Nov. 23 - Friday, 
Nov. 25  - NO SCHOOL 
Thanksgiving Break 

Friday, December 2 
Term 1 Ends 

      Principal’s Corner continued 

flagpole. This outdoor classroom features flexible seating and garden 
beds to learn in and about nature. Installation is scheduled for November 
before the ground freezes. See the designs below. 
Thanks for your support! 
I hope to see you at conferences later this month. 

Warmly, Chris 

Symmetrical 
Creature, Mae M. 

Portrait of Fruit, Mila M. Themed Drawing, Nora S.

Inspired by Carolyn Gavin,  Sabrina M. 
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Please Welcome our New CRES Crew Members! 
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Sean Feeney, Ed Tech 
Sean joined the Traveler’s team as a Ed Tech last spring. From the Boston area originally, he’s 
been in the midcoast for 3 years now. His interests include owning a masonry business, 
construction, renovating homes, and spending time with his American English bulldog, Oliver. 

Sophie Payson, Special Education Social Worker 
Hello! I am an LCSW and have worked in school social work for the past 18 years. I will 
serving both the elementary and the middle school as a special education school social 
worker. My job is to support students with IEP’s who are struggling due to social/
emotional and behavioral concerns and have a Social Work goal. Previously, I have worked 
in Parent Education, Homeless youth services, and as a Community Liaison for the Portland 
Police Department. My husband and I recently moved up to the Mid-Coast and live in 
Spruce Head. I am very excited to be here and look forward to meeting and working with 
you all. 

Denyse Robinson, Ed Tech 
I am excited to join the team here at CRES as an Ed Tech in the multiage and outdoor Pre-K 
programs. I have been living and teaching Yoga and West African dance here in Camden for 
the past 18 years, while raising two boys and enjoying all of the natural beauty this area has to 
offer. When I'm not practicing Yoga or dancing you will find me rock climbing, skiing, writing, 
drumming or hiking with my rescue pup Aggie, AKA Agga-liscious!

James Hopkins, Custodian 
James graduated from Medomak Valley High School in 2021 and is currently attending Central 
Maine Community College. He has lived in the same house in the midcoast for 19 years! James 
worked previously at a chocolate factory, and as a custodian at Oceanside Middle School and 
MVHS. 

http://www.fivetowns.net/cres
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Holiday Giving at CRES

Every year we have people ask how they might lend support to local families needing assistance 
during the holidays. If you would like to support our efforts to provide for families, please consider 
donating gift cards for Reny’s, Amazon, and Walmart by Friday, Dec. 9th. Please reach out to the 
Office or one of the below staff members if interested. 

With Appreciation,  Meghan Fitzpatrick (Nurse); Susan Conover (Guidance Counselor); & Kate 
Forand (Social Worker) 

Health Reminder 

A reminder that all prescription and over the counter medications (including cough drops), must be 
administered by the school nurse. Students should not bring any medication to school in their 
backpack, pockets, or lunchboxes. Click here for the School Board policy on Administering 
Medications to Students.  

 
2022 Let’s Go! 5-2-1-0 Family Survey

Attention all families: Please take this 5 minute survey from The 
Barbara Bush Children’s Hospital. Even if you completed the survey 
last year, we need your participation again! 

Everyone who completes the survey will be entered into a prize 
drawing and five lucky winners across the state will each receive a 
$100 Amazon gift card for their personal use AND if you win, our school will receive $1,000. 

Other schools are participating, so the more families from our school who complete the survey, the 
greater our chance of winning $1,000! 

Contact information for the prize drawing will be collected at the end of the survey and will not be 
connected to your survey responses. All survey responses are anonymous. 

Click the following link to begin the survey: https://redcap.link/2022FamilySCH  ~Thank you! 
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RECESS IS OUTSIDE, (almost) EVERY DAY. . .  
In rain, In snow, In sun 

All students go out to recess every day at CRES, even when it’s raining or cold.  We go out 
because students benefit from movement and fresh air. They benefit from choosing 
activities and games they play.  

Students are expected to wear the rain/cold gear their families send them to school with 
at each recess. CRES has extra rain jackets, pants, and boots and we have outfitted 
students as needed in advance. Please contact your child’s teacher, or the Main Office if 
your child needs rain gear. 

Recess Temperature Guidelines: 
• If the "feels like" temperature is 0°F or higher, it is a full outside recess. 
• If the "feels like" temperature is between 0° and -15°F, outdoor time is limited to 

15 minutes. 
• Recess will be held indoors when "feels like" temperatures are below -15°F or 

wind, lightning, or torrential rain make it dangerous. 

Exceptions to recess participation for health reasons can be made with written parental 
permission.      

Checklist for Cold Weather: 
Cold weather will be upon us soon. The first cold recess day often takes us 
by surprise. Make sure your child is ready with warm clothes for recess. 

The 5 items of winter clothing required for outside time are pictured here. 
Your child should arrive to school each day with these 5 items during the 
winter months. If you need help providing winter outerwear to your student, 
let us know. Talk to your child’s teacher, the Main Office, or the Nurse. 

We go outside in the rain and cold and we put on gear appropriate for the 
conditions. The only time we stay inside is when there is thunder/lightening, 
torrential rain, or the “feels like” temperature is below -15°F. 

Please be sure your child has a change of clothes at school every day, in their 
locker or backpack. And label everything with your child’s name. Thank you! 

http://www.fivetowns.net/cres
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CHRHS Presents Fa" Musical:  Mama Mia!

Camden Hills Regional High School is excited to offer the musical production of Mamma Mia! to 
audiences this November! After a resoundingly successful return to live performances last year, 
CHRHS will once again turn on the bright lights of Strom Auditorium and bring to life the story of 
Sophie, a young bride-to-be, who after secretly reading her mother’s diary, sets out to find her true 
father before her walk down the aisle. Twists, turns, and romances develop in a plot that is sure to 
bring audiences lots of laughter and joy. Paired with the hilarious story of Mamma Mia! are 22 smash 
hits from the 70’s band ABBA! Songs such as “Dancing Queen”, “Super Trouper”, and “The Winner 
Takes It All,” are guaranteed to get you humming in your seats! 

Why Mamma Mia!? Kailey Smith, director, says “We knew the musical we chose this year needed to 
be energetic and fun, popular both with our students and with the community. We wanted a musical 
that would allow us to focus on the collaborative process with a wide variety of students, so we 
needed large ensemble numbers, dance numbers, as well as great opportunities for design and 
technical students. With these things in mind, our amazing production team made a spreadsheet of 
options, rated our top choices, and unanimously agreed on Mamma Mia! Some of the best moments 
of this process were the students’ enthusiastic reactions when we announced the show title, some 
joining the theatre department just to be a part of this musical!” 

The CHRHS production of Mamma Mia! is directed by Kailey Smith, with musical direction by Drew 
Albert and Craig Ouellette and choreography by Gretchen Henderson. Technical director Tom 
Heath leads the student production team with Freya Hurlbert as set designer, and Auren Teel as light 
designers. Jane Self continues her role of producer with assistance from student producer Ryan 
Southworth. 

Performance dates are November 4, 5, 11, 12 at 7pm and November 6 and 13 at 2pm. All seats are 
reserved for all performances.  

Tickets to Mamma Mia! may be purchased at http://www.stromtix.com. For more information or 
assistance with ticket purchases, call 236-7800 ext. 3282.  
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Mamma Mia! Cast members performing in downtown Camden The Mamma Mia! set under construction. 
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FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE: 
As always, we strive to provide programming where all  
are welcome and able to participate, regardless of age  
or income. Please contact the Y at 236-3375 with  
questions about financial assistance and details on how  
to apply. 

 
REGISTER TODAY! 
 

 Call - 207.236.3375 
 

 Register online - visit penbayymca.org and click  
on the purple “register” button located on the  
home page. 

 
CO-ED KINDERGARTEN CLINIC 
November 9th - December 21 (6-Week Session) 
Wednesdays: 5:00-6:00 PM  
Introduction to basketball, through skills stations and  
age appropriate skill based games. Beginning to learn  
basketball lingo as well as developing a love for the game. 
Location: Penobscot Bay YMCA Gymnasium 
Instructor: Ryan Economy 
Cost: $45 - includes t-shirt! 
 
 

GRADES 1 & 2                 
November 19 -  January 28 (8-Week Session) 
Saturday: Rotating 1 hour time slots between 9AM-1PM 
Our 1st & 2nd grade basketball program is a co-ed             
development league that will place the emphasis on skill 
development, sportsmanship, and fair play. It is our goal 
for as many children as possible to have a positive               
experience, during their time in the 1st & 2nd grade            
basketball league. The first week will consist of a 1-hour 
clinic. Week 2 will be a full hour practice with their team. 
The remainder of the season will consist of each team  
having a 30 minute practice and 30 minute game. 
Location: Penobscot Bay YMCA Gymnasium 
Cost: $45 - includes team t-shirt! 
 

GRADES 3 & 4                   
November 14-  February 11 
Grades 3 & 4 will play in the Mid-Coast League which  
allow players to play different opponents and play in gyms 
from St. George to Rockport. Teams will be encouraged to 
work on skill development, fair play, teamwork, while  
having FUN! Each player will develop or fine tune their  
ball handling, shooting, passing, and defensive skills  
during practices and games. 
 

Skill Assessment: Penobscot Bay YMCA 
 BOYS: Monday, November14 @ 5:30-6:30 PM  
 GIRLS: Tuesday, November 15 @ 5:30-6:30 PM  
 

Practice Schedule: Penobscot Bay YMCA & CRES  
(Days & Times TBA). Each team will have 2 (1 hour)  
practices each week. . 

Games: Saturdays  

Cost: $50 Member/Participant - includes team t-shirt! 
 

GRADES 5 & 6                 
November 14- February 11 

Grades 5 & 6 will play in the Mid-Coast League which  
allows players to play different opponents in gyms from 
St. George to Rockport. Coaches will focus on refining  
individual skills with an emphasis on team concepts  
needed for the next level of play.  
 

Skill Assessment: Penobscot Bay YMCA 
 BOYS:  Monday, November 14 @ 6:45-7:45 PM  
 GIRLS: Tuesday, November 15 @6:45-7:45 PM  
 

Practice Schedule: Penobscot Bay YMCA & CRES  
(Days & Times TBA). Each team will have 2 (1 hour)  
practices each week.  

Games: Saturdays (with the potential of Wednesday)  

Cost: $50 Member/Participant - includes team t-shirt! 

PLEASE NOTE: Game schedules for the Grades 3/4 and 5/6 
leagues will be published after registration and the skills  
assessment nights are complete and the number of teams 
from all participating communities are determined. 
No games or practices will be held: December 24 or 31  

Penobscot Bay YMCA   116 Union Street    Rockport, Maine 04856    207.236.3375 ● www.penbayymca.org 

 
 

CONFIDENCE ON  
AND OFF THE COURT 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
The success of our youth sports programs rely on volunteers, coaches, and refs. If you are able to help out in any  
capacity, please contact Benjie Blake, Director of Sports & Camping, at 236-8201 or bblake@penbayymca.org. 

YOUTH BASKETBALL 

http://www.fivetowns.net/cres
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Square One Art Catalogs Have 
Been Sent Home!!!

Your child’s individualized 
artwork catalog went home with 
them last week. This year all 
orders must be placed online and 
will delivered directly to home 
addresses. All orders must be 
received by November 8th.  

T h i s i s a g r e a t w a y t o 
memorialize your child’s artwork 
and help fundraise for our school 
as the school directly receives a 
portion of the proceeds.  

CRSA Meeting 
November 7 at 5:30pm on Zoom 

The next Camden Rockport School 
Alliance (PTA group) is on Monday, 11/7.  

All are welcome to join!  
Many hands make light work. 

Supporting our schools! 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/

71817669586?
pwd=CYEne9q6EnfHrUoAwFaPLZWVb7h

402.1 

Meeting ID: 718 1766 9586 
Passcode: gJJs4s 

Pen Bay Medical Center | Waldo County General Hospital

Happy Wanderers 
Guided Hikes

Join the Community Health Improvement team partnering with the Coastal 
Mountains Land Trust to get outdoors and stay active with guided hikes 
this year. All levels are welcome. This group will meet at trailheads 
throughout Knox and Waldo counties on the first Thursday of each month. 

T  Thursday, Novem er 

TI  10 a.m. to noon 

L TI N  Little River Trail, Belfast

  ST  Free

Register online at journeytohealth.coursestorm.com or call 301-3950

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71817669586?pwd=CYEne9q6EnfHrUoAwFaPLZWVb7h402.1
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71817669586?pwd=CYEne9q6EnfHrUoAwFaPLZWVb7h402.1
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71817669586?pwd=CYEne9q6EnfHrUoAwFaPLZWVb7h402.1
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/71817669586?pwd=CYEne9q6EnfHrUoAwFaPLZWVb7h402.1
http://www.fivetowns.net/cres
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